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for their just rights against the insult and injury which have
been heaped on them by a college which declared it would sup-
port its members in all their rights and privileges. As to the
examination being a proof of superior attainments, I can only
say, that I, and, doubtless, numbers of other young men, previous
toour examination, were prepared for a more minute and rigorous
ordeal than it is possible for any gentlemen who have long
left the dissecting-room to undergo.

Believing as I do, that I express the feelings of a large
majority of the College of Surgeons, I am induced to trouble
you with this letter; and am, Sir, yours obediently, 

VINDEX.VINDEX.

INTERNAL AD3IIKISTRATION OF CAMPHOR.

Mr. Cockayne, in the Pharmaceutical Journal, gives the fol-
lowing recipe, for what he calls essence of camphor:-

Tr. myrrh&aelig;, ’ ss. ; sp. vini. camph., iss. ; sp. vin. rect.,
. ; M.
This form, lie says, is miscible with water, without sepa-

ration of the camphor. The solution may be decolored by
passing through animal charcoal. The writer adds-" about 50
drops will make a pint of ordinary camphor julep." We think
it wholly inexcusable to use this for misturae camphor&aelig;. It
would be well for the Pharmaceutical Journal to avoid giving
publicity to these substitutions.

HOW TO CONDUCT A PATHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF THE BLOOD.

1. A glass containing exactly 1000 grains of water is filled with
blood directly from the vein; a glass stopper fitting hermetically
is then inserted, (care being taken to remove all bubbles,) and the
specific gravity of the blood ascertained. By continually shaking
it, the blood is kept fluid ; it is then poured into a porcelain vessel,
and evaporated, care being taken to wash the glass out with dis-
tilled water, and add the latter to the other. The quantity of
solid residue is reduced to the proportions in 1000 grains of blood.
2. A glass two and a half ounce measure is filled with the blood
immediately after the preceding, covered, and set aside for
eighteen hours. The clot is then carefully separated from the
serum, and the weight of both ascertained. 3. The clot is now to
be pressed through a linen cloth four inches square, and first the
fibrine, then the fluid cruor collected. Each is thoroughly washed,
freed from moisture, and weighed; they are then carefully dried,
and again weighed. The results are to be reduced to the pro-
portion in 1000 grains of blood. 4. The serum and clot are to be
placed in a glass containing 360 grains of distilled water, and
their specific gravity noted, then 250 grains of each at the same
temperature, are to be dried so long as they lose weight; the
weight of the residuum is then to be reduced to the proportion in
1000 grains. There is a loss of weight by pressure through the
linen, but as this will happen in the same proportion in all instances
the general results are correct.

Dr. Zimmermann observes that this method will be more suitable
to the practical physician than Andral and Gavarret’s, because of
its greater simplicity and easier performance, while the results are
quite as correct as by the latter method.-British and Foreign
Review.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

PROMOTIONS OF THE SURVIVNG MEDICAL OFFICERS OF THE
ECLAIR.-Sheerness, Oct. 21.--This morning’s post brought the
promotion of Dr. John Grant Stewart, Surgeon, R.N., who so
nobly volunteered his services on board the ill-fated Eclair, to the
rank of Deputy Inspector of Hospitals; and also the promotion of
Dr. William Rogers, Additional Assistant-Surgeon of the Ocean,
now convalescent from fever contracted on board the Eclair, to
the rank of Surgeon in the Navy. Dr. Coffey, late Assistant-Sur-
geon of the Growler, who volunteered at Madeira, has served the
full time (three years) necessary to qualify him for promotion, but
has not yet undergone the necessary examinations. On his

successfully passing these, he will also be promoted to the rank of
Surgeon; and well this young gentleman deserves his promotion.
As has been said of his brother officer, Dr. Sidney Bernard, who
joined the Eclair with him at Madeira, but who unfortunately fell
a victim to the fatal epidemic the very morning his promotion
arrived here, " his duties in their ordinary execution, could only
be performed at the risk of his own life; in the present case they
were accompanied bv exertions which aggravated the danger, but
were never relaxed by apprehensions of the fatal events hourly
occurring." The Kroomen are still busy turning over the several
ores of the Eclair to the Griffin, under the superintendance of

Commander Harston. She will afterwards be thoroughly cleansed
and fumigated. When that is completed all are to be admitted
to pratique.-Times.
THE CONFINEMENT OF FEMALE PRISONERS IN SEPARATE

CELLS is now carried out, with the utmost rigour, in Salop
County Gaol. On Monday last, at a meeting of the magistracy
for the transaction of county business, it was stated that four-
fifths of the prisoners were confined in separate cells. Mr.
Slaney inquired what the proportion was of females thus con-
fined, when the chaplain of the gaol, the Rev. D. Winstone,
replied,  a great majority." This appeared to create a
sensation in the court; upon which, Sir Baldwin Leighton
started from his seat, and, with great emphasis and exultation,
exclaimed, " ALL the females are in separate cells!"-Yes, all the
female prisoners are placed in separate cells; not one, who may
be so hardened in vice as almost to make it a matter of com-
pulsion to try this horrible experiment, but all-from the most
depraved, to the yo Lingest in crime. And the champion of this
system is Sir Baldwin Leighton! This is the way in which
some of our wealthy aristocracy amuse their leisure hours,
experimentalizing upon the endurance of women, though
women have not the physical powers of endurance of men.
Their habits are different; their organization is different. Is
it to be wondered at, that a woman, after eight or twelve
months’ solitude, should, on her release,-dreaming a strong
reality by night, and trembling at the thought of it by day-
have recourse to the gin-shop, or the canal? Shortly after the
introduction of the separate cells for women into our gaol,
some months since, a woman heard another, in an adjoining
cell, fall down, which caused her to give an alarm; on opening
the cell-door, a poor creature was discovered insensible; she
was conveyed to the infirmary of the prison, but remained un-
conscious for several days; eventually, after a long period,
she recovered; the other woman, who gave the alarm, could
only articulate, " heard it! I heard it!" They found her
mad-she was insane for many months. We challenge the
visiting justices to contradict this fact. We are prepared to
meet them, publicly, before the whole bench of magistrates, in
quarter sessions assembled, to prove the truth of our assertion.
Here is another case:-Mary Evans, servant of Mr. Hughes,
malster, of Shrewsbury, was convicted, in July last, of stealing
two towels, &c., value three shillings, and sentenced by Lord
Denman, to twelve months’ hard labour. She was recom-
mended to mercy by the prosecutor. Her character, up
to that period, had been irreproachable. On returning to
the gaol she was placed in a separate cell, with an intima-
tion that she would not be permitted to quit it till the ex-
piration of her sentence. Twelve months in solitude for a first
and trifling offence! The learned judge never contemplated
this additional punishment. A person visiting the prison some
time ago, saw this unhappy woman, and inquired how she felt?
She replied-to use our informant’s words, " with tears rolling
down her cheeks, like big drops of rain’ =&laquo; My heart is

breaking." Female prisoners in separate cells have no stated
periods for exercise in the open air, and are only taken out
when the surgeon reports that it is necessary. So that, until
the effects of confinement begin to tell on the constitution, no
out-door exercise is permitted. What will Lady Leighton
think of this, when she hears it by her fireside? We call upon
Mr. Slaney, who has so eloquently pleaded for those who are
incarcerated in separate cells, to renew his objections to the
system at the next quarter-sessions; though, we fear, the effort
will prove unavailing, where a few dictators rule the whole
magistracy of the county. Would it not be advisable to try
public opinion at a county meeting?-Shropshire Conservative,
Oct. 1845.

THE MANCHESTER ROYAL SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
AND SURGERY.

SEPARATION OF THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE FROM THE SCIENCE

OF PHARMACY.

I fear the profession will never be placed in the legitimate
position which it deserves, until the trading part is entirely
separated from the scientific. Let the druggist take all the

dispensing and compounding of medicines, and then the practi-
tioner becomes what he ought to be, a man of science. I fear that

the movements of the profession, with regard to the 2Ve?u College
of Generul Practitioners, is in The wrong direction, that it is down-
ward in point of position, dignity, and respectability. If the

profession could be forced, or induced, to repudiate the trade, it

would, of course, be necessary that two other enactments should
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be passed by the legislature; first, that the druggists shall cease to y
visit and prescribe, which they do to an immense extent; and
secondly, that they shall undergo examination, and be qualified to
dispense, compound, and sell medicines. By this system another
great benefit would be conferred upon the community. We
should not have the frightful daily accidents occurring from
ignorance of the nature of drugs, nor the wholesale system
of poisoning going on, especially of young infants; and I have i

no hesitation in saying, that I believe the profession would best
consult their own dignity, honour, and comfort, by repudiating 
the trade. We shall then be spared the petty squabbling about 
the price of a box of pills, or a bottle of physic. We shall be ’,
paid for our advice and trouble, which is our only legitimate
claim, as a dignified profession. But the present state of medical 
affairs and politics is one of the most extraordinary and anomalous
that can well be imagined, and is a disgrace to the age we live 
in.-Mr. Edw. Stephens’ Address at the Opening of the Session, ’

October, 1845.

MORTALITY TABLE.

Week ending Oct. l8th, 1845.

BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW.
The Description and Physiological Anatomy of the Brain,

Spinal Cord, and Ganglions, and of their Coverings, adapted for
the Use of Students. By Robert Bentley Todd, M.D., F.R.S.,
Physician to King’s College Hospital. London: Sherwood and
Co., 1845, pp. 284.
A Clinical Introduction to the Practice of Auscultation, and

other Modes of Physical Diagnosis; intended to Simplify the
Study of the Diseases of the Lungs and Heart. By H. M.
Hughes, M.D., Assistant Physician to Guy’s Hospital. London:
Longmans and Co., 1845, pp. 246.
A Practical Treatise on Healthy Skin; with Rules for the Me-

dical and Domestic Treatment of Cutaneous Diseases. By
Erasmus Wilson, Consulting Surgeon to the St. Pancras Infimaiy,
&c. London: J. Churchill, 1845, pp. 356.
On the Analysis of the Blood and Urine, in Health and Dis-

ease, and on the Treatment of Urinary Diseases. By G. Owen
Rees, M.D., F.R.S., Assistant Physician to Guy’s Hospital, 2d
Edition. London: Longmans and Co., 1845, pp. 218.

The History of the Middlesex Hospital, during the First Cen-
tury of its Existence, Compiled from the Hospital Records. By
Erasmus Wilson, F.R.S., one of the Governors of the Hospital
and Lecturer on Anatomy and Physic in its Medical School. Lon-
don : J. Churchill, 1845, pp. 296.
Elements of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. By Edward

Ballard, M.D., Medical Tutor in University College, London, and
Alfred B. Garrod, M.D., Lecturer on Materia Medica at the Al-
dersgate-street School. London: Taylor and Walton, 1845,
pp. 447.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL, LONDON.
Names of Gentlemen who obtained Certificates of Qualification to

practise as apothecaries, on Thursday, 16th October, 1845:-Thomas
Godwin Salt, Rugeley, Staffordshire; William Henry Young, Sandal,
Wakefield, Yorkshire; Francis Horsfall, Wakefield, Yorkshire; Andrew
Davies, Haverfordwest, Wales.

ROYAL COLLEGE OE SURGEONS.
Names of Gentlemen admitted Members on Friday, October 17th,

1845:-G. S. Clement; A. B. Wall; L. E. E. Welchman; J. Taylor; R.
Edwards; J. Nagle; T. J. Blake; R. Harper; H. A. Newell; J. J. R.
Dalliston.

CORRESPONDENTS.
A Correspondent has forwarded to us a hand-bill, bearing the name of

Mr. Parker, Surgeon, Apothecary, and Registrar, Hoxton; which is one
of the most thoroughly disgraceful productions that we have yet seen.
Mr. Parker has, it appears, discovered an ALTERATIVE POWDER FOR THE
DISEASES OF CHILDREN, which he advertises in the regular quack-medicine
style. The powder is to be given, indiscriminately, in teething, worms,
convulsions, starting in sleep, feverish heats, costiveness, hydrocephalus,
tabes mesenterica, rickets, scald-head, ringworm, &c., &c. Surely a
practitioner who is capable of such gross misconduct, ought to be
amenable to some professional tribunal. We trust, however, that he
will not be long allowed to hold the registration of births and deaths.
The office is a sanction to his unprofessional practices.
Mr. James Shepphard.-The Mendicity Society, Red Lion-square, has

investigated the claims of Dr. Dewhurst, whose begging-letters have
become so notorious, to the charity of the medical public; and, by an
advertisement, which we copied into a late number of THE LANCET, has
offered to acquaint any applicant with the result of their inquiries.
We have received numerous letters from all parts of the country, re-

specting the extraordinary manifesto of the " Fellows." Truly, we believe
with Mr. Shepphard, that their wits have gone a wool-gathering.
The letter of R. tli, Edinburgh, shall be published in an early number;

as also that of a jPoo7’-Z/aM) -Doctor-the case of Dr. Bootes (Ross)-the
papers of 1I-Ir. J. P. MDog2nell (Bristol), and of Dr. G. F. Collier.
We much doubt whether the soi-disant surgeon, whose circular has

been forwarded to us by Anti-Humbug, be a qualified practitioner.
Under all circumstances, he is utterly beneath our notice. No remark
that we could make, could influence a man who follows a course of which
any petty-fogging tradesman would be ashamed.
The suggestions of Mr. J. Crosse Richardson, with reference to Dis-

section Guides, are judicious; but could only be inserted in a review of
the work mentioned.
The letter of Mr. Hassall did not reach us until too late for publication

this week.
Dr. J. E. O’Reilly.-As the ill-founded alarm is fast abating, the un-

usual course of re-publication is not demanded, by the interest which
continues to attach to the subject.
The report of the proceedings of the medical gentlemen practising in

St. Marylebone, adopted for the purpose of establishing a general rule
with regard to the division of midwifery fees, in particular cases, for-
warded to us by -4fr. George Wilson, shall appear next week.
Communications have been received from Mr. F. S. Garlick-Dr.

Wigan-Mr. John M. Danogle-Mr. Macilwain-An Old Member of the
College-Mr. Charles Whitlaw, &c., &c.


